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DETAILED ACTION 
CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claim 1 is the independent claim under consideration in this Office Action. 
Claims 2-13 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lioaetal. (6,169,852). 

Lioa et al. teach a rapid vapor generator for producing steam, which is useful in a 
steam iron (from column 1 , line 18). The generator includes a reservoir or feed water 
container 8, a steam chamber comprising fins and grooves 20. The steam generator 
heats water fed to it and converts it to steam which itself acts as a pump since the 
exiting steam draws water into the system and thus pumps water from the reservoir to 
the steam chamber. The generator has a cylindrical shape and thus has a greater 
thickness cross-section than a thickness. The generator includes a bed of siliceous or 
glass grains, which are kept in place by stainless steel, mesh portions. 
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ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 4 and 6-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Valiyambath Krishnan and Debourg et al. illustrate steam irons 
including pumps for pumping water from the reservoir to the steam-producing chamber. 
Daulasim et al. and Biancalani illustrate steam irons including removable cartridges with 
porous body materials (including adjuvant). Masataka et al. illustrate an electro-osmotic 
pump. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571 ) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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